BIOL 453 – Field Botany of the South Carolina Lowcountry

Maymester, 2010
HANDOUT FORMAT AND GUIDELINES:
Ecosystem:

· name the ecosystem

· name the destination of the field trip and supply a map if at all possible, showing any trails and other features
· make sure any photos or maps will copy well in black and white

· discuss the destination (why are we going there, why it is interesting, what else might we see nearby???)

Ecological Factors:

· discuss the key ecological factors that control the distribution of plant communities in this ecosystem

· include a discussion of topography and landscape position, hydrology, disturbance history and any applicable interactions
· leave the primary discussion of geology, soils and plant communities to the next sections
· make sure the discussion is specific to the destination

Geomorphology:

· discuss the geological origin of the landscape that supports this ecosystem

· discuss the geology as it currently influences plant species distribution

· discuss the soils and their influence on current plant species distribution

Plant Communities:

· discuss the plant communities expected at the field trip location

· make sure the discussion is as specific as possible

· list the key species expected at the location

Discussion Questions:

· interesting, incisive questions to spark class discussion and keep us focused on our target ecosystem
References:

· list all sources used in preparing the handout – list website addresses, use standard scientific citation format for all other resources

· given our time frame, I expect you to use lots of web-based resources – be certain you carefully evaluate the source of the material you are using before you choose to include it in the handout

· use Google Scholar or Web of Science for as much primary information as you can get
· look especially for review articles or papers with a more general focus – you will not have time to do a complete review of the primary literature

· look in the library for book sources

· you might try the public library for more secondary information – you can search their catalog online at www.ccpl.org
· don’t forget to use Porcher and Raynor!
· be sure to use Web Soil Survey for soils information – use the listed lat/long coordinates to zero in on the location

· do NOT use any quotes in the handout – and do NOT plagiarize – use your own words to summarize information from all your sources to make your points
TIPS:

· start your research immediately

· keep all team members informed of your progress often

· if you find a source that would be helpful to another team member, share it!

· contact me quickly if you are running into difficulties

· consider meeting as a team at least once before you finalize the handout

· minimize overlap of information between sections (frequent communication is key)

· be considerate of the team member that is preparing the handout – don’t send your contributions at the last minute

· bring 11 copies of your handout, or else come in early so I can make the copies for you – I will NOT be able to print for you!!!
· make sure your chocolate choices are site appropriate (
