BIOL 301 – The SC Lowcountry Native Plant ID Website Project

Spring 2008
Overview:

For a long time I have wanted to prepare an easily accessible website that the public can use to identify local “wildflowers” that they see along roadsides, on field trips, etc.  I’ve had many requests to do this, but have never had the time.  Recently I learned that a colleague is doing a similar website for insects, and his students help him build the site.  I am going to harness your energy to get this site up and running.  Over time, we’ll build a site that covers all of the native and naturalized plants found in our area – several thousand species!  This will be a long term project, and you will play a critical role in building the site!
Process:
Last spring my students worked in teams to develop website designs.  Each team presented their ideas to the class, and we discussed the pros and cons of each design.  I am working with a web designer to develop the final design, based on ideas from all of last spring’s team designs.  
One key feature of the site will be the individual plant “profiles”.  This will be the final destination of users searching the site for information about a particular species.  Each profile will be in a standard format, and will include at least the following information:
· Technical name – family, genus and species name
· Common name(s)
· Reproductive information such as flower arrangement, structure, color, and bloom season; similar information for non-angiosperms
· Vegetative information on stems and leaves, such as color, arrangement, shape, margins, venation patterns, etc

· Habit
· Habitat

· Nativity and invasive potential
· Similar species and how to differentiate – you can work backward through the keys in RAB to help determine these; P&R has some information
· A standard set of photos
· Links to definitions of technical terms
· Citations for the sources of the information

· Any other information that seems appropriate

Last fall I worked with my students to develop the standard format.  My students made a first attempt at researching and writing the plant profiles.  This did not work very well.  The research and writing quality were not consistent enough to make the profiles publishable.  I have decided to maintain consistency by writing all the profiles myself, based on your research.
This spring, you will be preparing standardized research documents for 5 plant species each.  I will send 2 templates to your Edisto email accounts after class today.  One will have instructions and one will be clean.  You will use this exact form for each of your species.  Please do not change anything about the template.  If you have trouble working with it, let me know as soon as possible and we will work something out.  I am using an older version of Word on a PC, and my file may not communicate well with your computer.  We can work out a solution, but only if you let me know soon.  Please do not wait until the last minute to start work on this project.
Project Grade:

Your grade will be based on the quality and depth of your research, your adherence to the standard format, and your grammar and spelling.  A draft of one species report is due on 27 February.  The final reports are due on 18 April.
Grade breakdown:

1. Quality of research – based on exact and appropriate extraction of information from sources (40%)

2. Depth of research – based on the number and quality of extra sources you consult for each species (20%)

3. Adherence to the standard format – I need perfection here (30%)

4. Grammar and spelling – use your spell and grammar checkers, and be sure to double-check the spelling of all technical words.  Since there will be many technical terms used in multiple reports, you might consider adding them to your dictionary – but make sure your addition is correctly spelled!  (10%)
