BIOL 301 – The SC Lowcountry Native Plant ID Website Project

Fall 2007
Purpose:

For a long time I have wanted to prepare an easily accessible website that the public can use to identify local “wildflowers” that they see along roadsides, on field trips, etc.  I’ve had many requests to do this, but have never had the time.  Recently I learned that a colleague is doing a similar website for insects, and his students help him build the site.  I am going to harness your energy to get this site up and running.  Over time, we’ll build a site that covers all of the native and naturalized plants found in our area – several thousand species!  This will be a long term project, and you will play a critical role in designing and building the site!
Process:
Last spring my students worked in teams to develop website designs.  Each team presented their ideas to the class, and we discussed the pros and cons of each design.  Over the course of this semester, I will be developing the final design, based on ideas from all of last spring’s team designs.  
One key feature of the site will be the individual plant “profiles”.  This will be the final destination of users searching the site for information about a particular species.  Each profile will be in a standard format, and will include at least the following information:
· Technical name – Family, Genus, and species name
· Common name(s)
· Reproductive information such as flower arrangement, structure, color, and bloom season; similar information for non-angiosperms
· Vegetative information on stems and leaves, such as color, arrangement, shape, margins, venation patterns, etc

· Habit
· Habitat

· Nativity and invasive potential
· Similar species and how to differentiate – you can work backward through the keys in RAB to help determine these; P&R have some information
· A standard set of photos – what should be included?

· Links to definitions of technical terms (see below)

· Citations for the sources of the information

· Can you think of any other information that seems appropriate?
Your job (Part 1) this fall is to design the profile format.  You will work in randomly assigned teams to develop a design.  Each team will present their profile design to the class, and we will discuss the pros and cons of each design.  I will then put together a final design based on your input.  You will then each produce 4 profiles on species that I will assign to you.  You will turn in one draft of your profiles.  I will NOT correct the drafts, but will indicate areas where you need to do more work or adhere to the standard format.  Your final profiles MUST be perfect, or your project grade will be dropped by up to 50%.  
As your team designs your profile format, I suggest you look at the websites we reviewed last spring as we were working on the site design.  These are linked on our course webpage.  Also, you should use Radford and Porcher & Rayner as an absolute minimum when designing the profile format.  You may consult as many sources as you find appropriate, including web sources.  Be sure to cite sources for your information in both the design PowerPoint and in the final profiles.  
Your profile designs will be presented for class consideration in PowerPoint format.  I can provide photos of many local native species; just ask before you get started.  You may also borrow, with credit, photos from our website.  Never use any photo or other content off the web or from any other source without proper credit.  Your actual profiles will be in Word format.  I will supply all the photographs for these profiles – we must avoid copyright issues.

Last spring we decided that we should have an illustrated glossary of any technical terms that will be used in the plant profiles.  Your job (Part 2) will be to design a standard format for the glossary entries.  Each team will produce a design, and we will discuss them along with the plant profile designs.  Each one of you will then produce 5 glossary pages, with one draft and perfect final products.  Present your design in PowerPoint, but the final entries will be in Word.  In your final plant profiles, each technical term should be in blue text, to indicate to me where I will need to make linkages.
Your team and individual products must be submitted in both paper and electronic formats.

Project Grade:

Your grade will be based on your team plant profile (20%) and glossary page (10%) designs (both due 3 October), and on your individual profiles (50%) and glossary pages (20% – both due 30 November).  You will also fill out a confidential team peer evaluation that may affect the team portions of your grade.  The drafts (due 16 November) are mandatory, but will not be graded.  
Remember, your final product must be perfect or your final individual score (which is 70% of your project grade total) will be reduced by up to 50%.  I will assign species just as soon as I can, based on what is blooming this season and what photographs I have available.  I suggest that you begin researching and compiling data on your assigned species as soon as you get your assignment.
Tentative Grading Standards – team plant profile and glossary entry designs: clarity and simplicity, inclusion of all criteria in plant profile design, visual quality

Tentative Grading Standards – individual plant profile and glossary entries: accuracy, adherence to standard format, spelling, grammar, writing quality
